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2009 GMTA CONFERENCE
NOVEMBER 5-7 | ROME, GEORGIA
B y   D A W N  H A R M O N  M C C O R D

Shorter College in Rome, Georgia is  the host for our fall 
conference,  Nov. 5-7, 2009. Headliners for the 2009 GMTA 
Conference have been secured. Through some outside funding, 
we were able to get both a recitalist/master class headliner 
and a pedagogy headliner.  David Northington will present a 
concert and lead a master class. Scott McBride Smith will lead 
several pedagogy sessions. Sorrell Hays is our commissioned 
composer. Excellent proposals were submitted for our interest 
sessions and invitations have been sent to those who submitted 
selected proposals. NATS will also continue their fall master 
class in conjunction with the conference.

David Northington is Professor of Piano at the University of 
Tennessee—Knoxville. At his New York debut recital at Carnegie 
Recital Hall,  the New York Times called David Northington  
“an immensely gifted musician…who combines the technical 
mastery of a virtuoso with the musical sensitivity of a poet.” 
Such critical accolades have followed Northington throughout 
the world in concerts  and concerto engagements. His  tours have 
included the United States, eastern and western Europe, Canada, 
China, and Russia. In addition to recitals and concerto 
engagements, he has given master classes at many of the leading 
conservatories in these countries. David Northington’s 
masterful pianism has won him first prizes in (continued on page 3) 
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I’m not sure where the last seven months stopped or started, but 
they are gone! From Southern Division, to the MTNA Conference in 
Atlanta to State Auditions to all of the end-of-year events, this 
semester has been a whirlwind indeed. All of these events are 
exciting, and GMTA can be very proud of students and teachers who 
have worked hard to make Georgia a state of musical excellence! 

COMPETITIONS

GMTA was represented well at all levels of MTNA Competitions, 
and we salute our fine students and their teachers. 
Congratulations to all!

State Level: GMTA had 13 solo winners, 4 composition winners and 1 
chamber ensemble that progressed to the MTNA Southern Division 
Competitions.

Southern Division Competitions: These were held at Virginia State 
University in Petersburg, Virginia in January 2009. Our Georgia 
results: 1 winner and 1 honorable mention in the composition 
competition; 3 winners, 3 alternates and 1 honorable mention in the 
performance competitions.

MTNA National Competitions: These were held at the MTNA 
National Conference in Atlanta, and we congratulate the 
following: William May, student of Alfred Cohen,  placed 2nd in the 
Young Artist Composition Competition;  Zachary Bryant, student of 
Earl Coleman, placed 3rd in the Senior Voice Performance 
Competition; Rachel Roby, student of Linda Lister, placed 2nd in the 
Young Artist Voice Competition.

MTNA NATIONAL CONFERENCE

Atlanta was the host city for this year’s 2009 National 
Conference,  and what a great conference it was! 2000 MTNA 
members gathered in Atlanta to hear great master classes,  recitals, 
conference session leaders and student competitions! Over 200 
GMTA members were a part of this conference and contributed a 
great deal to its success.  Plan now  to attend next year’s conference 
in Albuquerque, New Mexico! 

GMTA AUDITIONS

Thanks go to Rebekah Jones and her staff for all of their excellent 
work preparing and running the GMTA Auditions at Kennesaw State 
University.  Much work goes into the preparation of these auditions, 
and we are grateful for those who made the auditions such a 
success. A special thanks to David Watkins at Kennesaw for his 
assistance with the auditions! We appreciate the generosity of the 
music department for allowing us to have these auditions on this 
fine campus.

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MEMBERS

Wayne Gibson:  recipient of the 2009 MTNA Distinguished Service 
Award at this year’s national conference
Mandy Munoz: recipient of the MTNA Piano Technicians Guild 
Scholarship which provides for Teacher Continuing Education and/
or Performance Study
Susan Andrews: elected as Southern Division representative to the 
MTNA Nominating Committee

GMTA CONFERENCE

The dates: November 5-7
The place: Shorter College in Rome 
Elsewhere in this newsletter you will find more information 
regarding this year’s conference. Dawn McCord has spent many hours 
putting together a great three days! You do not want to miss it! 
(MTNA/GMTA Competitions will also be held at Shorter College- 
November 2-5.)

GMTA WEB SITE

Our GMTA web site continues to be updated and provides information 
regarding student activities, calendar, conference, newsletters and 
so much more. Visit it often! (www.georgiamta.org)  The MTNA web 
site (www.mtna.org) offers a wealth of information which is an 
invaluable tool for music educators. 

Thank you all for your work as teachers and as members of GMTA.  If 
I can be of any assistance to you, or if you have suggestions or 
concerns, always feel free to contact me. (ejs@sweatman.us) Have an 
enjoyable and relaxing summer!

F R O M   T H E   P R E S I D E N T
E D I T H   S W E A T M A N
PRESIDENT |  GMTA
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Hawthorn Suites
100/110 West Second Avenue

Rome, GA 30160
706-378-4837

25 rooms reserved: $99.00 – 109.10 + tax
Reserve by October 6 for these rates

Holiday Inn Express & Suites
35 Hobson Way SE

Rome, GA 30161
Tel: 706-232-0021

25 rooms reserved: $95.00 - $105.00 + tax
Reserve by October 5 for these rates

Other hotels include Comfort Inn, Country Hearth Hotel &
Country Inn and Suites. Information/prices for these and 

other hotels are 
available on the internet. (Rome, GA Hotels)
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the  Concert Artists Guild Competition,  the East/West Artists 
Competition, the American Music Scholarship Association’s 
International Competition, the unanimous Judges Prize at the 
Fourth Gina Bachauer International Piano Competition, and 
selection to the Artistic Ambassador Program sponsored by the 
United States Information Agency. As an Artistic Ambassador for 
the United States, Northington has toured extensively in France, 
Spain, and Portugal. In addition to broadcasts throughout Europe 
on the Voice of America,  he has filmed recitals in the historic 
Tallyrand Theatre in Paris for telecast on French National 
Television. Northington has a compact disc recording of the 
waltzes of Chopin on the Centaur Records label. For the past few 
seasons, David Northington has performed concerts throughout 
the United States, Italy, France, Austria and Poland.  In May of 
2008, he was one of three guest artist/faculty at the 
Bosendorfer International Piano Academy in Vienna, Austria.  
Since receiving degrees at the Cincinnati College-Conservatory 
of Music and the Yale University School of Music,  David 
Northington has taught on the faculties of several universities. 
His  many teaching awards include the Tennessee Music Teachers 
Association’s Teacher of the Year Award and the Tennessee 
Governor’s School of the Arts “Outstanding Teacher Award.” 
Dr.  Northington has also been the recipient of the Tennessee Arts 
Commission’s Artist of the Year Award. Presently he is a Professor 
of Piano at the University of Tennessee School of Music.

Pedagogue Scott McBride Smith of Irvine,  California is President-
Elect of the California Association of Professional Music 
Teachers and President of the International Institute for Young 
Musicians, an international summer music  academy. He is an 
internationally recognized authority on piano teaching and co-
author of the college text The Well Tempered Keyboard Teacher. 
Dr.  Smith is  Associate Editor of the magazine for early-level piano 
study Clavier Companion,  and was Contributing Editor for the 
magazine Piano & Keyboard. His articles have appeared in Piano 
Guild Notes and The American Music Teacher. His most recent 
article is an interview with Lang Lang published in Clavier 
Companion, I(1). In a conversation with Dawn McCord,  he 
conveyed how approachable this remarkably talented young adult 
is and how willing he is  to share his experiences and joy of music 
making.  As a teacher, McBride Smith continually prepares students 
for competitions with winners throughout the USA. Dr. Smith 
received his M.M. from the University of Kansas and his doctorate 
from the University of Southern California. He is a Past-President 
of the Southwest Division of the Music Teachers National 
Association, and a former member of the MTNA National Board. 
He is a member of the European Piano Teachers Association. A 
certified teacher of early childhood music,  he is a member of the 
Early Childhood Music and Movement Association. Sessions 
selected for 2009 GMTA are: 1) Basic Pedagogy—Teaching Young 
Men: Some Advice from a Recovering Boy; 2) Piano Literature, 
Style and Performance—Gems from the Piano Teacher’s Vault: 
Forgotten Pieces Overdue for Rediscovery; and, a showcase of his 

series, American Popular Piano distributed by the Hal Leonard 
Company. Smith’s publisher is Novus Via Music.

The commissioned composer is Sorrel Hays, born Doris  Hays in 
Memphis, Tennessee. A Maclellan Foundation Scholarship 
allowed her to study piano and harpsichord with Friedrich 
Wührer and Hedwig Bilgram at the Hochschule für Musik in 
Munich, Germany. She earned a Master of Music degree at the 
University of Wisconsin in Madison, studying with Paul Badura-
Skoda and Rudolf Kolisch. After teaching at Cornell College in 
Iowa, she moved to New York City where Hilde Somer was her 
coach in contemporary keyboard music. In 1971 Hays won first prize 
at the Gaudeamus Competition for Interpreters of New Music in 
Rotterdam, and began her international career as a performer of 
contemporary music. She performed concerts at broadcasting 
stations in Germany, Holland, Italy and Yugoslavia, appeared at 
the Como Festival and Pro Musica Nova Bremen, and was invited to 
celebrate John Cage's 60th birthday by performing his Concerto 
for Prepared Piano and Orchestra with the Orchestra at the 
Hague. She gave the first performance in Europe of her own music 
at the Gaudeamus Composers Week in Holland in 1972, a 
composition called Hands and Lights for piano strings with 
photocell activated switches and flashlights beamed across the 
interior of a grand piano, a composition which she later performed 
for the Chattanooga Debutante Cotton Ball. Hays and her music 
are the subjects of a film documentary by George Stoney, 
"Southern Voices: A Composer’s Exploration", a journey into 
childhood memories via the melodies and rhythms of Southern 
dialect. Hays has composed many works reflecting regional 
influence, including Tunings for string quartet, and an opera The 
Glass Woman, based on the life of eccentric glass collector Anna 
Houston, commissioned by the Chattanooga Opera, produced in 
New York in 1989 and 1993. She created her southern works of the 
early 80s during stays at the Ossabaw Island Artist Colony off 
the coast of Savannah.  She was an Artist in Residence in Albany, 
Georgia schools, 1975-76, under a program of the Georgia Council 
for the Arts. More information about her projects may be found at 
www.sorrelhays.com. A list of her recordings and documentaries 
may also be found on this website. She is looking forward to her 
work with the Georgia Music Teachers.

President Edith Sweatman, V.  P. of Competitions,  Peggy Lee, and 
V. P. of Programs, Dawn McCord, traveled to Shorter College in 
March to tour the facilities for the conference and left with the 
knowledge that not only will it be a wonderful venue for the 
conference but that the host school will make every possible 
effort to accommodate the various needs of our presenters and 
attendees.  Shorter College will be a wonderful optimum site for 
performances, presentations, competitions and social interactions 
with peers and colleagues.

Carrying on the tradition of great conferences, 2009 will meet 
your expectations. Mark your calendars now and plan to attend 
the fall conference. 
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MTNA PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS (clockwise from upper left):

1)  Georgia MTA students at the Dennis Alexander master class. 

2) Jackie Reed, Ann Manual, Betty White, Carole Roach at the 
MTNA Gala

3) Kevin hampton, Naegeli Metcalf & Robin Engleman at the 
MTNA GALA

4)  Wayne gibson receives the 2009 MTNA distinguished service 
award

5) Mandy Munoz accepting the MTNA-PTG Award
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WELCOME

The 2008 Annual Business Meeting of the Georgia Music 
Teachers Association was called to order at 9:10 AM in Edge 
Recital Hall at the Hodgson School of Music on the   UGA 
campus. President Thomas welcomed the GMTA membership to the 
conference and extended sincere appreciation to the faculty and 
staff of the Hodgson School of Music and the Performing Arts 
Center for hosting the conference and the competitions.

PRESENTATION OF COMMISSIONED COMPOSITION

President Thomas introduced Dr. William Davis, GMTA's 
commissioned composer, and the performers for his Quintet for 
Piano and Winds (Dwight Manning, oboe, D. Ray McClellan, 
clarinet, Jean Martin-Williams, horn, William Davis, bassoon, 
and Martha Thomas, piano). Following the performance, 
President Thomas presented a check to Dr. Davis on behalf of 
GMTA for his commissioned work. 

CALL TO ORDER

The minutes of the 2007 business meeting were approved as stated 
in the 2008 June issue of the GMTA newsletter.  

The finance report for the 2007-2008 fiscal year as compiled by 
Haley and Associates was accepted as stated in the Fall 2008 
issue of the GMTA Newsletter. This report showed total 
revenues of $75,212 and total expenses of $72,501. Total Net 
Assets as of June 30, 2008 were $72,781.00. 

APPROVAL OF BYLAWS REVISIONS

The GMTA Executive Board recommended that the term “Area 
Coordinators” be removed from the GMTA Bylaws: ARTICLE VI: 
EXECUTIVE BOARD. Section 2, line 3, and ARTICLE VII: 
COMMITTEES AND AREA COORDINATORS. Section 1. The 
Bylaws revisions were approved by the membership.

ELECTION OF NEW OFFICERS

President" " Edith Sweatman
President-Elect" " Keith DeFoor
VP/Program" " Dawn McCord
VP/Membership" " Donna Dasher
VP/Publicity" " Jane Lester
VP/Auditions" " Rebekah Jones
VP/Competitions" " Peggy Lee
Secretary" " Joy Poole
Members-At-Large" David Watkins & Fred Hsiang

PRESIDENT’S REPORT

MTNA 2008 Southern Division Competitions

Five winners, three alternates, and two honorable mentions for 
GMTA/MTNA 2008 National Competitions 
" Andrew Hudson " Senior Woodwind Winner
" Boris Abramov " Senior String Winner
" Kennedy Wells" Senior Brass Winner

GMTA 2008 Auditions: Total of 784 Participants
" Piano" " " " 550
" Piano Concerto" " "  11
" Strings" " " "  13
" Instrumental Concerto" "   2
" Voice" " " "  23
" Theory" " " " 185
" 164 teachers represented in the Auditions and 57 in the 
" Theory Test

MTNA/GMTA Competitions
" Entrants: 71 solo, 1 chamber, 1 senior piano duet, 13 
" composition 
" Winners: 14 solo, 4 composition, 1 piano duet, and 1 
" chamber ensemble 

As of October 27, 2008, GMTA had 735 total members consisting 
of 673 professional and/or senior members, 62 student members, 
and 112 certified members. As of November 1, 2008, the conference 
registration was 167. 

The bank balance as of October 1, 2008 was $18,330.23 with 
$59,081.21 in the Reserve Fund. The three GMTA Foundation 
awards have the following totals: Composition Award Fund 
$6911.82; Broadhurst Award Fund $11,009.26; and GMTA Award 
Fund $8267.35.   

THANKS

Thanks to Alfred Publishing for the conference bags, door 
prizes, and publications that were for sale, as well as Chick 
Music, Steinway Piano Galleries, Southern Keyboards for 
donating the Kawai Recording System, and PianoWorks for 
contributing the artist bench. President Thomas also recognized 
the officers, committee chairs, and local association presidents 
for their effective service to GMTA this past year.

The meeting was adjourned at 9:45 AM. 

(Signed),       " " " " " "  
Martha Thomas, President    " " "

G M T A   A N N U A L   B U S I N E S S   M E E T I N G   M I N U T E S
U N I V E R S I T Y   O F   G E O R G I A
FRIDAY,  NOVEMBER 7 ,   2008
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Congratulations to all students and teachers who participated in 
the 2009 GMTA Auditions held at Kennesaw State University on 
April 18 – 19. There were a total of 565 participants including 454 
pre-college piano participants, 36 college piano participants, 16 
piano concerto participants, 17 string participants, 5 instrumental 
concerto participants, 30 voice participants, and 7 brass and 
woodwind participants.
Special appreciation is given to Jason Bennett, our theory chair, 
David Watkins, our on-site host for the auditions, and to Jane 
Lester for her assistance.

All Conference Recitalists, Master Class Participants, 
Alternates and Senior Cash Award Winners are also Outstanding 
Performers.

Grade 4A/Jane Lester, Chair
Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Julie Xiang" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton

Outstanding Performer
Matthew Pinder" " Rachel Oliver" Greater Marietta
Yaxuan Wang" " Frances Yao" North DeKalb

Award of Excellence
Eric Lu" " " Irina Bogachek " Greater Marietta
Joy Hsieh" " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb
Rachael Liu " " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb
Timothy Wang " " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb
Kei Saito" " Momoko Yamamoto" Cobb
Kevin Tao" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Tigerwin Yang" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Ethan Shen" " Jingwei Chen" North Fulton
Ashley Wang " " Hwee Boon Ng" North Fulton
Nitheyaa Shree" " Rwei Hao" North DeKalb
Evan Mi" " " Anne Sun" Decatur
Nathan Wu" " Anne Sun" Decatur
Angela Yang" " Anne Sun" Decatur
Klara Lou" " Anne Sun" Decatur
Honorable Mention
Jason Yang" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton
Daniel Zheng " " Rwei Hao" North DeKalb
Erin Woo" " Ellen Feibish" Decatur

Grade 4B/Jane Lester, Chair

Student "" Teacher" " " Association

Conference Recitalist
Toku Shi"" Hyangbin Choi" " Augusta

Outstanding Performer
Elynna Chang" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Yasheen Gao" " Janice Wong           Gwinnett"
Anthony Agcaoili" " Colette Keogh" Augusta

Award of Excellence
Anthony Zhang" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Jessie Liu"" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Chang (Mary) Xu" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Sarah Cox " " Tina Darden" Gwinnett
Felicia Gao" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett

Honorable Mention
Richard Jeng" " Stephanie Freeman" Gwinnett
Eric Park" " Jean Mann" Gwinnett
Charles Tortorete" Diedra Singleton"Golden Isles 

Grade 5A/Ashley Craig-Diaz, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Mia Pattillo" " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb

1st Alternate
Richard Pei" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton

2nd Alternate
Chelsea Chan" " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb

Outstanding Performer
Beth Huang" " Miao-Fen Lin " North DeKalb
Kathryn Jian" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Alice Tang" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton

Award of Excellence
Lillian Shoji" " Davide Palmer" Cherokee
Emma Tsaur" " Shu-ling Chen " North Fulton
Justin Ting" " Momoko Yamamoto" Cobb
Renee Chang" " Anne Sun" Decatur
Jennifer Zou" " Rwei Hao" North DeKalb
Sabrina Huang" " Robin Blankenship" Greater Marietta

Honorable Mention
Aaron Ding " " Wen Zao Chen " North DeKalb
Amy Su" " " Frances Yao" North DeKalb
Erwin Cai" " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb
Lillie Zhou " " Ping Xu" " Decatur
Joseph Pang" " Hwee Boon Ng" North Fulton
Vivian J. Cheng" " Hwee Boon Ng" North Fulton

G M T A   A U D I T I O N S 
R E B E K A H   J O N E S
VICE PRESIDENT  |  GMTA AUDITIONS
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Grade 5B/Ashley Craig-Diaz, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
David Zhao" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett

1st Alternate
Annie Su"" " Anne Sun" Atlanta

2nd Alternate
Kevin Kwon " " Nancy Elton" Atlanta

Outstanding Performer
Tom Connerly" " Joseph Hokayem" Athens

Award of Excellence
Belinda Jiang" " Ping Xu" " Atlanta
Patrick Ziegler" " Yumi Patterson" Gwinnett
Rachel Kim" " Joanna Kim " Gwinnett
Marion Cassim " " Lusia Glagoleva" Gwinnett

Honorable Mention
Tiffany Ho" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Hailey Kim " " Patti Bennett" Northeast Georgia
Sophie Pollock" " Lydia Milham" Augusta
Robin Lee" " Hyangbin Choi" Augusta

Grade 6A/Sue Moncrief, Chair

Student "" " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Joshua Shue" " Hwee Boon Ng" North Fulton

1st Alternate
Hyeri Bae" " Frances Yao" North DeKalb

2nd Alternate
Ingrid Cai" " Ping Xu" " Decatur

Outstanding Performer
Justin Lee" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Kaliq Wang " " Jingwei Chen" North Fulton
Rita Young" " Anne Sun" Decatur

Award of Excellence
Hannah Dubuc" " Davide Palmer" Cherokee
Galen Xiang " " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Claire Chan" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Eric Dong" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton
Rachel Kim" " Melissa Meghdad" North Fulton
Veronica Xia " " Ping Xu" " Decatur
Ryan Chen" " Keiko Ransom " Decatur
Caroline Wu" " Anna Arshavskaya"Decatur

Honorable Mention
Harsha Sridhar" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Yuri Kusano " " Momoko Yamamoto" Cobb

Grade 6B/Sue Moncrief, Chair

Student "" " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Catherine Xie" " Ping Xu" " Atlanta

1st Alternate
Sean Lu" " " Anne Sun" Atlanta

2nd Alternate
Matthew Chen" " Anne Sun" Atlanta

Outstanding Performer
Tomislav Zabcic-Matic " A. Sheludyakov " Athens

Award of Excellence
Nathan Hung" " Inna Satunovsky" South Metro
Katie Lim " " Patti Bennett" Northeast Georgia
Anderson Leggett"" Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Timmy Huang " " Joseph Hokayem" Athens
Luka Marinkovic" " Janice Broadhurst" Atlanta
Nina Yang " " Raisa Parmentier" Atlanta"

Honorable Mention
Jena Graves " " Patti Bennett" Northeast Georgia
Samantha Chen" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Andrew Jeng" " Stephanie Freeman" Gwinnett
Liam Butler-Lawrence" Pamela Asberry" Gwinnett
Bethany Sides" " Jean Mann" Gwinnett

Grade 7A/Laura Lozier, Chair

Student "" " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
William Yang" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton

1st Alternate
Michael Dubuc" " Davide Palmer" Cherokee

2nd Alternate
James Pinder" " Rachel Oliver" Greater Marietta

Outstanding Performer
Isaac Hram " " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton
Michael Wang" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton

Award of Excellence
Nicholas Perry " " Rachel Oliver" Greater Marietta
Jessica Ahn" " Helen Ramsaur" Rome
Steven Yu" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Lianna Arah Kang "Hwee " Boon Ng"" North Fulton
Kristie Liao" " Inna Satunovsky" Coweta-Fayette

Honorable Mention
Michelle Lu" " Irina Bogachek " Greater Marietta
Frederick Faulkner" Huu Mai" " Cobb
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Ko Saito"" " Momoko Yamamoto" Cobb
Cynthia Fang" " Keiko Ransom " Decatur

Grade 7B/Laura Lozier, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Alois Cerbu" " Liana Embovica" Athens

1st Alternate
Linda Zhou" " Anne Sun" Atlanta

2nd Alternate"
Harold Liu" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett

Outstanding Performer
Mark Wang" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Jayne Wang" " Ping Xu" " Atlanta
Beiwen Liu" " Naegeli Metcalf" Savannah

Award of Excellence
Michael Resnikov"Raisa Parmentier" " Atlanta
Erika Ikizake" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Nathan Li" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Nicholas Na" " Bonnie P. Bowen " Gwinnett
Angela Park" " Jean Mann" Gwinnett
Sue Liang" " Inna Satunovsky" South Metro

Honorable Mention
Meghna Rao" " Raisa Parmentier" Atlanta
Jessica Austel" " Miriam Marchetti"Macon
Baylee Culverhouse" Miriam Marchetti"Macon
Edward Tie" " Joseph Hokayem" Athens

Grade 8A/Tina Darden, Chair

Student "" " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Kevin Lou" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton

1st Alternate
Brandon Hou" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton

2nd Alternate
Younji Lee" " Young Joo Choi " North DeKalb

Outstanding Performer
Stephanie Hoang" " Young-Hae Kim" Decatur

Award of Excellence
Jonathan Li" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Caroline Owen " " Jody Smith Parrish" Decatur
Timothy Shu " " Jody Smith Parrish " Decatur

Honorable Mention

Jenny Guo" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton
Samuel Zhao" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Irene Lin "" " Anne Sun" Decatur

Grade 8B/Tina Darden, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Kelene Lee" " Anne Sun" Atlanta

1st Alternate
Jae Yoon Lee" " Joanna Kim " Gwinnett

2nd Alternate
George Fei" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Outstanding Performer
Frank Chen" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett

Award of Excellence
Paula Cheng" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Jia Xiu Zhang" " Ping Xu" " Atlanta
Carina Cho" " Joanna Kim " Gwinnett
Eric Wan " " Lois Finlay" Northeast Georgia

Honorable Mention
Teja Smith" " Susan Andrews" Gwinnett
Rachael Han" " Inna Satunovsky" South Metro
Rob Hunter" " Patti Bennett" Northeast Georgia
Kathryn Martin" Miriam Marchetti" " Macon

Grade 9A/Joy Poole, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recital
Joon Hee Kim" " Paula Wamsley" North Fulton
Conference Master Class
Yubo Su" " " Ping Xu" " North Fulton 
1st Alternate
Andrew Coulter" " David Watkins" Cobb

2nd Alternate
Afig Azaibi" " Wanda Hughes " Cherokee

Award of Excellence
Janelle Hendrickson" Susan Naylor" Cherokee
Pooja Deshpande" " Rachel Oliver" Greater Marietta
Franklin Liang" " Rachel Oliver" Greater Marietta
Sean McBane" " Louva Champness" North DeKalb
Reona Yagi" " Momoko Yamamoto" Cobb
Stephanie Tan" " Ping-yun Hsu" Cobb

Honorable Mention
Andy Huang" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Lisa Wang" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton
Sharon Zhang " " Ping Xu" " North Fulton
Anthony Wang" " Doroto Lato" North Fulton
Sheena Sasaki" " Momoko Yamamoto" Cobb

PAGE  8



Alice Guo" " Ping Xu" " " Decatur

Grade 9B/Joy Poole, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Angela Shen" " Edith Schiff" Atlanta

Conference Master Class
Cody Phom" " Ping Xu" " Atlanta
" " "
1st Alternate
Stan Chen" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett

2nd Alternate
Timothy Jones " " Patti Bennett" Northeast Georgia

Award of Excellence
Kevin Do" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Kyle Yu" " " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Krystal Vo" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Emma Lin"" " Jean Mann" Gwinnett

Honorable Mention
Lei Zhang" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Sarah Paik" " Nancy Elton" Atlanta
Amier Naji" " Hiroko Hogarth" Augusta
Andrew Tsai" " Naegeli Metcalf" Savannah
Mike Xiao" " Jonathan Klein" Athens

Grade 10A/Daniel Steenson, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Grace Liu" " William Ransom " Decatur

Conference Master Class
Jesse Zhao" " Ping Xu" " North Fulton

1st Alternate
Jessie Lian " " Fred Hsiang" North DeKalb

2nd Alternate
Seojeong Yang" " Young Joo Choi" North DeKalb

Award of Excellence
Donna Guo" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Jenny Su" " " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton
Eric James" " Lisa Gaal" North Fulton

Honorable Mention
Charles Page" " Daniel Steenson" Greater Marietta
Neema Ebrahim-Zadeh" Anna Arshavskaya"Decatur
Jonathan Cheng" " Anne Sun" Decatur
Vivian Ma" " Hwee Boon Ng"  North Fulton

"

Grade 10B/Daniel Steenson, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Victoria Yang" " Raisa Parmentier" Atlanta
Conference Master Class
Roo Ra Lee" " Jean E. Roberts " Macon

1st Alternate
Sophia Lu" " Anne Sun" Atlanta

2nd Alternate
Bethany Sewall" " Grace T. Caudle" South Metro 

Award of Excellence
Anna Kakizaki" " Yumi Patterson" Gwinnett
Kevin Wen" " Richard Zimdars" Athens

Honorable Mention
Evelyn Chang" " Tina Darden" Gwinnett
Rebekah Bau" " Joseph Hokayem" Athens

Grade 11A/Colette Keogh, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Derek Vann" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb

Conference Master Class
Frederick Dong" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton

1st Alternate
Shannon Zhang " " William Ransom " Decatur

2nd Alternate
Stephanie Ng " " David Watkins" Cobb

Outstanding Performer
Irene Chen" " Rachel Oliver" Greater Marietta

Award of Excellence
Eric Chen" " Keiko Ransom " Decatur
Angela Guo" " William Ransom " Decatur

Honorable Mention
Kelvin Wey" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Grace Wirabudi" Rwei Hao" " North DeKalb

Grade 11B/Colette Keogh, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Greg Matteson" " Joseph Hokayem" Athens

Conference Master Class
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Bryan Anderson " " Jeannine Morrison" South Metro
"
1st Alternate
William Sessions " " Clara Park" Augusta

2nd Alternate
Alice Chen" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett

Award of Excellence
Cynthia Gannon" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Chanie Howard" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Daniel Li" " Janice Wong" Gwinnett
Seokmin Kim " " Kevin Hampton " Savannah
Alexander Zhang" " Naegeli Metcalf" Savannah

Honorable Mention
Evelyn Tio" " Anne Sun" Atlanta
Derek McCravy" " Bonnie Bowen" Gwinnett
My Ngoc To" " Lois Sivert" Gwinnett
Vanessa Utley    " " Tina Darden" Gwinnett
Karey Loggins" " Judy Thomas" Northeast Georgia
Tam Van" " " Hiroko Hogarth" Augusta

Grade 12/Linda Lokey, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Cash Award Recipient
Clara Starkweather" Joseph Hokayem" Athens

1st Alternate
Hanna Lin" " Jean Mann" Gwinnett

2nd Alternate
Rob Herd" " Helen Ramsaur" Rome

Outstanding Performer
Kori Buchanan" " Aurelia Campbell"Northeast Georgia
Dan Fu " " " Joseph Hokayem" Athens

Award of Excellence
Brianna Hendrickson " Susan Naylor" Cherokee
Sayaka Takemoto" " Inna Satunovsky" Coweta-Fayette
Sarah Ohms" " Anna Arshavskaya"Decatur
Sue Kim " " " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb

Honorable Mention
Sharon Keane" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Emily Bragg" " Ann Arrington" Augusta
Alex Clavijo" " Stephanie Freeman" Gwinnett
Roger Ou" " Fred Hsiang" North DeKalb

Piano Concerto/Miriam Marchetti, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Ye Jin Yi" " " Evgeny Rivkin" Athens

1st Alternate
Derek Vann" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb

Honorable Mention
Stephanie Ng " " David Watkins" Cobb
Frederick Dong" " Fred Hsiang" North Fulton

Lower College/Marcena Kinney, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Bradley Harris " " Mary Ann Knight" Shorter College

Oustanding Performer
Caterina Li " " Deborah Thoreson" Emory University
Sunheiy Min " " Martha Thomas " U. of Georgia

Award of Excellence 
Luis Munoz" " Gilda Goldstein" Columbus State 
University
Sophia Ryoo" " Martin Jones " Augusta State 
University
Christian Bigliani"" Mary Ann Knight" Shorter College 

Honorable Mention
Carla Ganyard" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
Ziyan Yan" " Geoffrey Haydon"Georgia State U.

Middle College/Marcena Kinney, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist
Thomas Williams" " Mary Ann Knight" Shorter College

Outstanding Performer
Kristin Center" " Martha Thomas " U. of Georgia

Award of Excellence
Tsuey Wei Seah" " David Watkins" Kennesaw State U.
Daniel Liebeskind"" Laura Gordy" Emory University

Honorable Mention
Diana Barbour" " Laura Gordy" Emory University
Jonathan Parks" " David Oliver" Shorter" College
Jennifer Trippi" " Mary Ann Knight" Shorter  College

Upper College/Marcena Kinney, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Conference Recitalist"
Carter McMullen" " Geoffrey Haydon"Georgia State U.

Award of Excellence
Chris Owenby" " George Mann " LaGrange College

Honorable Mention
Hannah Chapman" " Lois Finlay" North DeKalb
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Voice/Dr. Stephanie Tingler, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Grade 9
Outstanding Performer
Anne Stillwagon" " Jackie Pope" Greater Marietta

Award of Excellence
Lane Marie Stough" Rebekah Jones" Athens
Christine Morgan"" Carole Roach" Greater Marietta

Grade 10
Conference Recitalist
McKinley Starks" " Miriam Marchetti"Macon

Outstanding Performer
Audrey Carr" " Wanda Hughes " Cherokee
Hannah Herndon" " Barbara Salter" South Metro

Award of Excellence
Emily Cotter" " Frances Richards"North Fulton
Natalie Ajamian" " Frances Richards"North Fulton

Honorable Mention
Klark Bietsch" " Frances Richards"North Fulton

Grade 11
Conference Recitalist
Meagan Price" " Debra Hughes" Gwinnett

Outstanding Performer
Michael Gale" " Frances Richards"North Fulton

Award of Excellence
Rico LeBron" " Frances Richards"North Fulton
Colby LaPolla" " Frances Richards"North Fulton

Honorable Mention
Grace Marie Dunklin" Nan Hill Burnett"South Metro
Lila Dalton" " Rebekah Jones" Athens
Elizabeth King" " Debra Highes " Gwinnett

Grade 12
Cash Award Recipient
Ele Griffin" " Lori Hamrick" North Fulton

Award of Excellence
Gabriella Ide" " Frances Richards"North Fulton
Shelly Helmly" " Stephanie Tingler"U. of Georgia

Honorable Mention
Katie Pierson" " Frances Richards"North Fulton
Tara Parker" " Wanda Hughes " Cherokee
Iris Littrell" " Wanda Hughes " Cherokee

Lower College
Conference Recitalist
Justin Stevens" " Stephanie Tingler" U. of Georgia

Honorable Mention
Natalya Zmudzin" " Barbara Salter" South Metro
Megan Mignogna" " Frances Richards"North Fulton

Upper College
Conference Recitalist
Michael Alcorn" " Valerie Walters" Kennesaw State U.

Award of Excellence
Victoria Hawkins "" Valerie Walters" Kennesaw State U.
Cora Palfy" " Stephanie Tingler"U. of Georgia

Strings/Rebekah Jones, Chair

Student" " " Teacher" " Association

Grades 2-3
Conference Recitalist
Phoebe Liu" Ginger Chen/Keiko Furness" North Fulton

Grades 4-5
Conference Recitalist
Alice Lin"" " Yang Que"

1st Alternate
Eugene Ahn" " Yang Que

Award of Excellence
Jessica Ma" " Yang Que
Joanne Lee" " Tae Hwan Lee
Erin Lollar" " Daniel Arshavsky

Grades 6-7
Conference Recitalist
Jane Lee" " " Tae Hwan Lee

1st Alternate
Caroline Wu" " Daniel Arshavsky

Award of Excellence
Jonathan Lim " " Tae Hwan Lee

Grades 8-9
Conference Recitalist
Sheehan Hanrahan" Sonja Foster

1st Alternate
Steven Sonu " " Tae Hwan Lee

Award of Excellence
Brian Vong " " Yang Que

Grades 10-11
Conference Recitalist
Vanessa Felso" " Sonja Foster
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1st Alternate
John Mark Bosarge" Sonja Foster

Award of Excellence
Andy Creagan " " Daniel Arshavsky

Grade 12
Cash Award Recipient
Sarah Ohms" " Daniel Arshavsky

Brass & Woodwinds/Jane Lester, Chair

Student" " Teacher" " " Association

Grades 9-11
Conference Recitalist
Kelly Saroff" " Debra Hughes" Gwinnett

Award of Excellence
Brandon Lee" " Tae Hwan Lee" "

Honorable Mention
Ellen Lee" " Tae Hwan Lee

Lower College
Conference Recitalist
Christine Sallas" " Dwight Manning " U. of Georgia

1st Alternate
King Waters " " Lisa Mahoney" Reinhardt College

Upper College
Conference Recitalist
Stephanie Henke" " Dwight Manning " U. of Georgia

1st Alternate
Whitney Holley" " Dwight Manning " U. of Georgia

Instrumental Concerto/Rebekah Jones, Chair

Student" " Teacher" " " Association

Conference Recitalist
Sheehan Hanrahan" Sonja Foster" "

1st Alternate
John Mark Bosarge" Sonja Foster

Honorable Mention
Vanessa Felso" " Sonja Foster

 2009 SOUTHERN DIVISION WINNERS FROM GEORGIA

MTNA Senior Performance Competitions
" Voice:
" Winner: Zachary Bryant (Student of Earl Coleman, CSU)
"  Brass:
" Winner: Chelsia Hoover (Student of Jean Martin-Williams, UGA)
" Piano Duet:
" Alternates: Derek Vann and Donna Guo (Students of Lois Finlay, NGCSU)
" Strings:
" Alternate: Heather Thomas (Student of Sergio Schwartz, CSU)
" Composition:
" Honorable Mention: Derek Vann (Student of Gayle Vann)
"
MTNA Young Artist Performance Competitions
" Voice:
" Winner: Rachel Roby (Student of Linda Lister, Shorter College)
" Brass:
" Honorable Mention: Samuel LoBue (Student of Adam Frey, GSU)
" Strings:
" Alternate: Suliman Tekelli (Student of Sergio Schwartz, CSU)
" Composition:
" Winner: William May (Student of Alfred Cohen, CSU)
" "
 2009 MTNA/GMTA NATIONAL RESULTS

Senior Performance Competitions
" Voice: 
" 3rd Place: Zachary Bryant (Student of Earl Coleman)

Young Artist Performance Competitions
" Voice:
" 2nd Place: Rachel Roby (Student of Linda Lister)

Student Composition Competitions
" Young Artist: 
" 2nd Place: William May (Student of Alfred Cohen)
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T H E O R Y
J A S O N   B E N N E T T
CHAIR  |  GMTA THEORY

This was our first year administering the theory tests under GMTA’s new curriculum, and with both increased participation and 
increased average scores,  it looks to have been a success. I am pleased to report that 207 students took the tests this year, 12% more than 
2008 and 16% more than 2007. Of those, 157 students (a stunning 76%!!) earned a 90 or above, with 29 students scoring a perfect 100!

Level
Average 

Score
Number of 

Participants
I 96.5 71

II 92.9 60

III 87.7 47

IV 85.3 22

V 93.4 7

" Last fall, GMTA’s Executive Board and FAC approved the formation of a committee to assist the theory chair in implementing the 
revised and expanded theory achievement testing program, and the following GMTA members have agreed to serve with me on this 
committee:

 Dr. Priscilla Jefcoat (Brenau University)

 B.J. Sutherland (retired, Georgia State University)

 Gayle Vann

 Ben Mason

These committee members have a proven commitment to music theory instruction and testing, and their experience at all levels, from 
young children through college music majors to adults, has already proven an invaluable asset to GMTA and this committee. I would 
like to express my gratitude to each of them for their willingness to serve GMTA’s members and for their professional commitment to 
improve music theory education in Georgia. 

" The 2009 tests were written by these committee members. This year, I wanted to grade all the levels myself,  as I have done in the 
past, to learn how the students responded to the new curriculum and get an overview  of the effectiveness of the tests. Beginning in 2010, 
the tests will be graded by the committee members, which should allow us to get your results to you much faster than before. 

" I am  hoping to create a separate page on GMTA’s website and post not only the 2009 tests and answer keys, but also all the tests and 
answer keys that I have on file from years past, including those before I became theory chair. You can view, print, and download these 
from the website. I am also working to post audio recordings from the ear training CDs. If successful, you will be able to listen to the 
recordings or download them to your computer and burn them onto CDs.

" As I said last year, you, the dedicated teachers of GMTA, are to be commended for ensuring that your students were prepared for 
the 2009 tests under the revised curriculum. Thank you for supporting GMTA’s Theory Achievement Program, and thank you for 
continuing to emphasize to your students the importance of understanding and applying music theory.

I N D I V I D U A L  A C H I E V E M E N T  R E S U L T S
100 " Outstanding Theorist with Honors
90-99" Outstanding Theorist
80-89" Excellence in Theory
70-79" Achievement in Theory
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OUTSTANDING THEORIST WITH HONORS

First Name Last Name Level Association Teacher
Luka Marinkovic 2 Atlanta MTA Janice Broadhurst
Ashli Alexander 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Phyllis LaFon
Jonathan Kinnemore 2 Decatur MTA Kristi Helfen
Shushmita Hoque 2 Gwinnett County MTA Jean Mann
Laboni Hoque 1 Gwinnett County MTA Jean Mann
Samuel Pak 3 Gwinnett County MTA Lusia Glagoleva
Anna Kakizaki 1 Gwinnett County MTA Yumi Patterson
Allie Schureck 1 Gwinnett County MTA Yumi Patterson
Anna Tipton 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Hailey Kim 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Patti Bennett
Ellie Peterson 2 Northeast Georgia MTA Priscilla Jefcoat
Lauren Misley 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Sylvia Beard
Sarah Ross 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Francis Yang 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Anna Huntington 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Carson Collins 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Noah Andrews 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Arielle Pantano 2 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Rishi Singh 2 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Brianna Taylor 2 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Dawn Andrews 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Nolan Handali 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Daley Cass 1 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Will Brawner 2 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Alexandra Thompson 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Sydney Scooler 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Nathan Hung 1 South Metro Atlanta MTA Inna Satunovsky
Hannah Muse 2 Western Georgia MTA George
Nathan Hayes 1 Western Georgia MTA Judy Hayes
         

OUTSTANDING THEORIST

First Name Last Name Level Association Teacher
Marlan Adams 1 Athens MTA Sharon Reid
Emily Bragg 5 Augusta MTA Ann Arrington
Travis Williams 2 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Claire Jordan 1 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Maria Motika 1 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
David Richards 2 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Lauren Williams 1 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Danielle Santos 1 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Collette Bryan 3 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Charlotte Greaser 1 Cherokee MTA Boyce Leni
Sarah Freeman 2 Cherokee MTA Laura Lozier
Michelle Stephenson 2 Cherokee MTA Susan Naylor
Janelle Hendrickson 5 Cherokee MTA Susan Naylor
Brianna Hendrickson 5 Cherokee MTA Susan Naylor
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Dan Walton 2 Columbus MTA Martha Aguirre
Gabrielle Chan 2 Columbus MTA Martha Aguirre
Kinsey Johnston 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Hannah Herndon 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Amy Diffenderfer 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Charlie Stalzer 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Allison Foresman 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Theresa Young 2 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Kaitlyn Adams 1 Coweta-Fayette MTA Mary Jane Server
Semhal Hadgu 2 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Julia Falgout 2 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Lauren Saunders 3 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Jessie Yuan 3 Decatur MTA Fran Thrailkill
Sarah Pass 1 Decatur MTA Kristi Helfen
Tracye Lamar 2 Decatur MTA Kristi Helfen
Grace Tam 1 Greater Marietta MTA Cathy Sewell
Anne Stillwagon 1 Greater Marietta MTA Jacqueline Pope
Celia McClure 1 Greater Marietta MTA Jacqueline Pope
Joshua Hunt 2 Greater Marietta MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Megan Pham 2 Greater Marietta MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Jessica Pham 1 Greater Marietta MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Eric Park 1 Gwinnett County MTA Jean Mann
Angela Park 3 Gwinnett County MTA Jean Mann
Hanna Lin 4 Gwinnett County MTA Jean Mann
Marion Cassim 2 Gwinnett County MTA Lusia Glagoleva
Dennis Duong 2 Gwinnett County MTA Lusia Glagoleva
Sharon Pak 3 Gwinnett County MTA Lusia Glagoleva
Gabrielle Soong 1 Gwinnett County MTA Robin Engleman
Nicolas Soong 2 Gwinnett County MTA Robin Engleman
Ashley Gleason 2 Gwinnett County MTA Robin Engleman
Shawn Wong 1 Gwinnett County MTA Yumi Patterson
Ellen Johnston 1 Gwinnett County MTA Yumi Patterson
Georgia Claire Bourassa 1 Macon MTA Nancy Claxton
Whitt Locke 4 Macon MTA Nancy Claxton
William Ryals 2 Macon MTA Nancy Claxton
Emily Carroll 2 North Fulton MTA Jana Ritchie
Jesse Caswell 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Kori Buchanan 4 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Lindsey Bleech 4 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Evie Dotson 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Rachel Todd 3 Northeast Georgia MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Katie Lim 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Patti Bennett
Emily Nguyen-Phan 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Patti Bennett
Robert Hunter 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Patti Bennett
Jena Graves 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Patti Bennett
Ryan Cribbs 4 Northeast Georgia MTA Priscilla Jefcoat
Anna Peterson 2 Northeast Georgia MTA Priscilla Jefcoat
Jenny Zimler 2 Northeast Georgia MTA Priscilla Jefcoat
Josh Cribbs 4 Northeast Georgia MTA Priscilla Jefcoat
Ahvia Moody 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Sylvia Beard
Marisa Smith 3 Northeast Georgia MTA Sylvia Beard
MacKenzie Staples 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Sylvia Beard
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Jonathan Lenz 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Sylvia Beard
Simi Shah 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Will Claussen 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Esha Singh 2 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Alex Claussen 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
James Miller 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Derek Vann 5 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Anna Um 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Candice Lee 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Alex Kim 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Benjamin Gries 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Shefali Jain 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Justin Joe 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Suraj Sehgal 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Lauren Hann 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Sonam Vashi 4 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Caroline Ross 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Kelsey Li 3 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Sarah Gries 1 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Preeya Banit 4 Noth DeKalb MTA Gayle Vann
Connor Croasmun 1 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Amanda Royek 1 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Falls Kennedy 2 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Tierney Hagan 2 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Zachery Johnson 1 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Elizabeth Kunde 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Chloe Giorgianni 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Michelle DeBry 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Cesar Perez 2 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Madison Byrne 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Drew Priester 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Aderemi Awe 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Hanna Suddath 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Rachel Kicklighter 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Danny Park 2 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Kaitlyn Purcell 3 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Joanna Bayens 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Cassady Williamson 1 Savannah MTA Nancy Vogelsang
Marcel Williams 4 Savannah MTA Nancy Vogelsang
Gray Amonette 5 Savannah MTA Nele Ewaldson
Carrie Hungerpiller 2 Savannah MTA Suzanne Woodrum
Khoa Trinh 2 South Metro Atlanta MTA Gail Kidd
Jana Cartee 2 South Metro Atlanta MTA Gail Kidd
McKenzie Hudgins 4 South Metro Atlanta MTA Gail Kidd
Daniel Sewall 1 South Metro Atlanta MTA Grace Caudle
Anna Sewall 2 South Metro Atlanta MTA Grace Caudle
Jessica Richardson 3 South Metro Atlanta MTA Grace Caudle
Will Childress 3 South Metro Atlanta MTA Inna Satunovsky
Suzanna Stapler 2 South Metro Atlanta MTA Jeannine Morrison
Alexandria Ensley 2 South Metro Atlanta MTA Jeannine Morrison
Bryan Anderson 5 South Metro Atlanta MTA Jeannine Morrison
Diane Turner 4 South Metro Atlanta MTA Steve Shivers
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Megan Miles 1 Western Georgia MTA Anna Higgins Miller
Michael Jiles 1 Western Georgia MTA Anna Higgins Miller
Kelli Allen 3 Western Georgia MTA Anna Higgins Miller
Vrixton Phillips 3 Western Georgia MTA Bobbie Gibbs
Caleb Strickland 3 Western Georgia MTA Bobbie Gibbs
Madilyn Muse 2 Western Georgia MTA George Mann
Carter Culwell 3 Western Georgia MTA Jan Adams
Lauren Koch 5 Western Georgia MTA Jan Adams
Kayla Trotti 1 Western Georgia MTA Rachel Griffin
Amy Chou 3 Western Georgia MTA Rachel Griffin
         

EXCELLENCE IN THEORY

First Name Last Name Level Association Teacher
Alec Chen 3 Athens MTA Joey Hokayem
Sheena Sasaki 4 Cobb County MTA Momoko Yamamoto
Kyle Bruce 2 Columbus MTA Martha Aguirre
Annabelle Tuley 1 Columbus MTA Martha Aguirre
Katherine Tipton 3 Columbus MTA Mary Katherine Morris
Michael Avidano 3 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Jon Diffenderfer 3 Coweta-Fayette MTA Annette Day
Molly Shortell 3 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Michael Robinson 2 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Julia Norton 3 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Rachel Rieder 3 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
John Hunt 4 Greater Marietta MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Emma Lin 3 Gwinnett County MTA Jean Mann
Chandler Stone 2 Macon MTA Nancy Claxton
Jason Hicks 1 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Meagan Cobb 2 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Jessica Holcombe 4 Northeast Georgia MTA Aurelia Campbell
Reagan Hooper 3 Northeast Georgia MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Joseph Fowler 3 Northeast Georgia MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Wilson Harmon 4 Northeast Georgia MTA Jacquelyn Hutson
Alec McQuade 3 Northeast Georgia MTA Sylvia Beard
Julia Carpenter 2 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
Caroline Cox 1 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Victoria Boyle-Wheeler 2 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Carolina Perez 4 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Ruding Tang 3 Savannah MTA Kevin Hampton
Katherine Pham 4 South Metro Atlanta MTA Gail Kidd
Bethany Sewall 3 South Metro Atlanta MTA Grace Caudle
         

ACHIEVEMENT IN THEORY

First Name Last Name Level Association Teacher
Emily Walton 2 Columbus MTA Martha Aguirre
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Hannah Mishkoff 1 Columbus MTA Martha Aguirre
Graci DeWitt 3 Columbus MTA Mary Katherine Morris
Caitlin Deming 3 Decatur MTA Ellen Feibish
Edmond Sysomboun 3 Greater Marietta MTA Margaret Jackson
Jonathan Hughes 2 Northeast Georgia MTA Priscilla Jefcoat
Destiny Marira 3 Savannah MTA Diane Boyd
David Tobelman 2 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Michael Butler 3 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Jordan Balke 3 Savannah MTA Donna Dasher
Jack MacGuire 3 Savannah MTA Nancy Vogelsang
Robert Daniel 4 Savannah MTA Nancy Vogelsang
Taylor Brown 4 South Metro Atlanta MTA Gail Kidd
Hally Davidson 4 South Metro Atlanta MTA Steve Shivers
Jennifer Diane Nguyen 2 Western Georgia MTA Bobbie Gibbs

As of April 18, 2009, the membership of GMTA is 787 professionals. A request has been sent to Phyllis Pieffer,  MTNA Director of 
Member Development, to send Member Benefit and Program brochures. Also members will be contacted to find ways to better serve and 
retain current members and ways to recruit new members. Universities will also be contacted as we try to increase membership of staff 
and students. Information on membership can be found on the MTNA website, www.mtna.org.

M E M B E R S H I P
D O N N A   D A S H E R
VICE PRESIDENT  |  GMTA MEMBERSHIP

A R T S   A W A R N E S S   &   A D V O C A C Y
D I A N E   B O Y D
COMMITTEE CHAIR  |  GMTA

We are currently in the process of  updating the Georgia’s Own List of presenters. This list will be placed on the GMTA web site. 
Anemail  will be sent out to all association presidents informing them of the MTNA Arts Advocacy.
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June 30, 2009" " " Membership Dues payment deadline in order to be included in upcoming
" " "    " GMTA Directory
July 16, 2009" " " Postmark Deadline Date for GMTA Teacher of the Year Award
August 1, 2009 " " " Deadline for articles to be included in fall issue of GMTA Newsletter
August 15, 2009" " " GMTA Executive Board Meeting/Local Association Presidents Meeting
" " " "  Clayton State University, Morrow, GA
September 15, 2009" Deadline for GMTA/MTNA Competitions—
                                           " " All applications must be submitted ONLINE ONLY by midnight  
October 15, 2009" GMTA Local Association of the Year Award application postmark deadline 

    " (Form: MTNA site)   Send to Keith Defoor
November 2-5, 2009" " GMTA/MTNA Competitions at Shorter College, Rome, GA
November 5-7, 2009" " GMTA Conference at Shorter College, Rome, GA
November 30, 2009" " Deadline for articles to be included in winter issue of GMTA Newsletter
January 17-19, 2010 " " Southern Division Competitions; Samford University, Birmingham, ALA
March 15, 2010 " " " Deadline for all GMTA Auditions applications
March 20-24, 2010" " MTNA Conference, Albuquerque, New Mexico
April 16-17, 2010" " " GMTA Auditions at Kennesaw State University + LAP/Board Meeting
August 14, 2010 " " " LAP and Board meeting, Clayton State University
November 1-4, 2010" " MTNA/GMTA Competitions @ Augusta State University
November 4-6 2010" " GMTA State Conference @ Augusta State University

2 0 0 9 ‐ 2 0 1 0   G M T A   C A L E N D A R

http://www.mtna.org/
http://www.mtna.org/
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 DECATUR MTA
 David D’Ambrosio | Co-President

This past year marked the 62nd year for the Decatur Association 
as we welcomed 3 new members bringing our membership to 52 
teachers.  In our monthly newsletters is a new section titled 
“Highlights of a DMTA Teacher” in which individual teachers 
can give a brief summary of their formative years in music as well 
as their experiences as professional teachers.

Monthly programs this past year included: Kristi Helfen: 
Teaching Piano to Older Adults; Cheryl Slaughter,  Harpist; 
Geoffrey Haydon: The Art of Improvising in the Piano Studio; 
and Dan Pyle: Exploring the Clavichord. 

Our annual Fall Fest Auditions were held again at Agnes Scott 
College in November with 118 students and 18 teachers 
participating.  Mozelle Cole and Mary Lou Swann served as Chair 
and co-chair of the auditions.  The GMTA/DMTA Spring 
Auditions were also held at Agnes Scott College with Keiko 
Ransom serving as Chair. There were 43 OP student winners in 
grades 4-12 representing 10 teachers.  The Jo Evans Scholarship 
Auditions, chaired by Jody Parrish, were held at England Piano 
last October.  Brian Anderson,  student of member Jeannine 
Morrison, was the first place winner of the auditions and Jesse 
Zhao, student of Ping Xu, was also a winner.

A Spivey Hall piano/organ duo concert performed in the fall of 
2009 by member Jeannine Morrison, pianist, and her son, Alan 
Morrison, organist, was broadcast on WABE.  Member Pam 
Martin collaborated with LuAnn Latzanich in two duo-piano 
works by Cecile Chaminade as part of  “Georgia’s Own” 
Showcase Concert at the GMTA Conference in Athens.   The 
Redeemer Piano Ensemble’s fall concert at Lutheran Church of 
the Redeemer in Atlanta was directed by member Mary Hinely. 
Other members participating in this performance were: Kay 
Brown, Ellie Feibish, Fran Thrailkill, Kristi Helfen, and Andrea 
Emmel.

GOLDEN ISLE  MTA
Donna Nilsson | President

We have just completed 2 performances of "Five Grands Twenty 
Hands".  With 5 Yamaha pianos provided by Jamestown Pianos, 10 
of us gathered for a fund raiser for Relay For Life.  We did a 
full hour program of traditional 4-hand pieces, some ensemble 
pieces and popular favorites arranged for our group.  Three of 
the performers are GIMTA members - Claudia Theise, Dede 
Singleton, and Donna Nilsson. So far, one week after 2 sell-out 
performances, the total raised for Relay For Life is $31,460. 

GREATER MARIETTA MTA
Pat Hankey | President

Greater Marietta’s Fall Event was a performance of a 
commissioned work for 8 hands by Georgia composer, Curtis 
Bryant. This event was performed on muti-keyboards by teachers 
and upper-intermediate students.
Our interesting programs this year were:

• David White and representatives of the Atlanta Boys 
Choir

• Jazz by Marcia Dunscomb
• Haydn Sonatas by Jeannine Morrison
• Dr. Michiko Otaki from Clayton State College
• Dr. Michael Alexander from the Cobb Symphony

Students of Rachel Oliver and Robin Blankenship participated in 
the Master Class with Claude Frank. Jackie Pope’s voice student 
was Conference Recitalist. Robin Blankenship and Marcena 
Kenney were awarded grants.
We awarded five major scholarships this year.

• Three $500.00 camp scholarships
• One Senior non-music major for $500.00 
• One Senior music major Scholarship for $1500.00

GWINNETT COUNTY MTA
Lois Simon | President

The Gwinnett County Music Teachers’ Association is nearing 
completion of a very eventful 2008 – 2009 season.

Our chapter hosts a variety of student events.  They include the 
GCMTA Fall Festival in November, the National Federation of 
Music Clubs Junior Festivals held in 3 separate districts in 
February, GCMTA Local Auditions and Winners’ Recital and JR/
SR Scholarship Auditions in March and the gala Piano Ensemble 
Concert in April.

Our meeting programs during the year included:
“Harpsichord – the Instrument, It’s Music and Performance 
Practice” by Dr Yumi Patterson in September, and “Presentation 
of Literature for the Ensemble Concert” by our Ensemble 
Committee in October.  In November, George Mann presented 
“Teaching Music of the Romantic Period – Chopin and Liszt”.   
Our February Master class featured our own Jean Mann as 
clinician.  In March, Lois Finlay presented a program on 
Preparing Students for Festival and Competitions. 

Our season concluded on May 20 with a luncheon, where the 
new President and officers were installed.  

 



TEACHER OF THE YEAR 
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AS A MUSIC TEACHER

 
This award is presented annually to a member of GMTA in recognition of lifetime achievement as a music teacher, with 
excellence in teaching, musicianship, professional activity, and service to the community and/or state. Any GMTA member 
may nominate any other GMTA member for the Teacher of the Year. The GMTA Teacher of the Year will be selected from 
nominated applicants and entered in the MTNA Teacher of the Year competition. Submit the required 
documentation (one original plus three copies) to the selection committee chair (see below) 
postmarked by July 16, 2009. 

SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING ITEMS FOR NOMINATION: 
(For repeated applications, all materials must be resubmitted.) 

1) The application form 
2) Vita: A vita of the applicant’s educational background, teaching experience and achievements 
of current and/or former students.  The vita must fully document the following information: 

" a Teaching/professional achievement 
" b. Number of years of teaching experience 
" c. Evidence of teaching excellence (i.e. students’ successes) 
" d. Accomplishments/contributions to MTNA 
" e. Participation in Local, State and/or National MTNA programs             
" f. Community involvement 

3) Two letters: 
" a. Former student or parent letter of support 
" b. Professional colleague letter of support 

THE RECIPIENT OF THE AWARD WILL SUBMIT THE FOLLOWING VIA E-MAIL: 
Once the recipient of the award is notified, that individual will be asked to submit a photo and a two-page document 
focusing on one or several teaching tips that you (they) have found to be very useful over the years.  This document may or 
may not include musical examples.  Teaching Tips from the selected Teacher of the Year will be included online at the 
GMTA web site. 

Submit Application Form and all supporting materials by July 16, 2009 to: 
Keith DeFoor, Chair 

PO Box 65 
Young Harris, GA 30582
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APPLICATION FORM FOR GMTA TEACHER OF THE YEAR 2009

GMTA Member Submitting Nomination

Phone" " " " " " " email

Mailing Address

City, State, Zip

Name of Nominee

Mailing address (nominee)

City, State, Zip

Nominee Phone

Nominee email

Submit Application Form and all supporting materials by July 16, 2009 to:

Keith DeFoor
PO Box 65

Young Harris, Georgia 30582
Questions?

Contact Keith DeFoor at (706) 379-5156 or kdefoor@yhc.edu

Updated 4-10-09.
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For more information about GMTA’s Executive Board, Administrative Committees, and Local Association 
Presidents go to: 

WWW.Georgiamta.org/leadership.php

" GMTA COUNCIL OF LOCAL ASSOCIATION PRESIDENTS

" ASSOCIATION" " PRESIDENT" " EMAIL ADDRESS
" ATHENS" " Jason Bennett" " bennettmusic@mac.com
" ATLANTA" " Mary Williams " " mary@marywilliamspianostudio.com""
" " " "
" AUGUSTA" " Catharine McClure" cmcclure@knology.net"
" CHEROKEE" " Suzanne Hosea" " suzannehosea@bellsouth.net
" COBB COUNTY" " Pamela Swett" " pianogrand@juno.com"
" COLUMBUS" " Martha Aguirre" " AguirreMV@aol.com
" COWETA-FAYETTE" Mary Jane Server" " maryjaneserver@hotmail.com
" DECATUR" " David D’Ambrosio"       " ddambrosio@agnesscott.edu" "
" " " " Andrea Emmel" " Considineandrea2emmel@aol.com
"
" GOLDEN ISLES" " Donna Nilsson" " nilsson.music@comcast.net
" GREATER MARIETTA " Pam Barksdale" " pamlbark@bellsouth.net
" GWINNETT COUNTY" Lois Simon " " loissimon@aol.com
" MACON"" " Barbara Probst" " nolebarb@bellsouth.net"

" NORTH DEKALB"" Kathy Ackerman " " crosstownjazz@bellsouth.net
"
" NORTH FULTON"" Maria Kransmo" " mkransmo@earthlink.net"
" NORTHEAST GA"" Keith DeFoor" " kdefoor@yhc.edu
" " "
" ROME" " " Helen Ramsaur" " hramsaur@yahoo.com
" SAVANNAH" " Kelli Horton" " 88keyspianostudio@gmail.com
" SOUTH GEORGIA" Janet R. Robinson" " robinsjanet@gmail.com
" SOUTH METRO " " Grace Caudle" " gnotes@earthlink.net" "
" WESTERN GEORGIA" Rachel Griffin" " rachelmyriah@yahoo.com

Membership
The Georgia Music Teachers Association (GMTA) is a member of the Music Teachers National Association (MTNA) and memberships 
are jointly held in both organizations.   Members receive subscriptions to The American Music Teacher, GMTA newsletter and the 
GMTA Directory.  Membership is open to individuals professionally engaged  in any field of musical activity and dues should be sent 
to MTNA, 441 Vine Street, Suite 3100, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3004.  MTNA is available toll-free at 1-888-512-5278 to answer your 
questions regarding membership dues or on the web at www.mtna.org 

Notice
The GMTA Newsletter is an information journal focusing on matters directly related to MTNA, GMTA and local associations 
only.  It does not promote the studios of individual teachers or institutions by publishing articles regarding the accomplishments of 
teachers, students, or an institutions’ activities.  Paid  advertising is available for this purpose.  GMTA expressly reserves the right 
to refuse publication of any article photograph, or advertisement contrary to the objectives of MTNA or the Associations.  All 
articles are subject to editing due to size or content.

Advertising
Limited advertising space is available for firms or individuals who have a product or service of specific interest or benefit to GMTA 
members.  All correspondence regarding advertising should be sent to the Executive Director Donna Trivette by fax (770) 237-8845 
or by email donnatrivette@bellsouth.net

Submittals
GTMA publishes its online newsletter three times per year.   Publication dates and their respective deadlines are as follows:
" " January 15th (Deadline: November 30th) 
" " June 15th (Deadline: May 1st)
" " September 15th (Deadline August 1st)

Editors
Jane Lester, VP Publicity |  1031 Holly Point Way  Watkinsville, GA 30677 | jlpiano@bellsouth.net
Edith Sweatman,  GMTA President |  420  Harlem Grovetown Rd  Harlem, GA 30814 |  ejs@sweatman.us
Jonathan Klein, VP Publicity |170 Woodstone Dr.  Athens, GA 30605| jonathanfk@gmail.com
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